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While astronomy is apparently a one of a kind 
hobby, this doesn’t need to cost one an arm 
and a limb.  

So here is my random list for those who would 
like to make this into a serious hobby. You 
may check the sources for complete 
information and prices.

STAR THEATER PLANETARIUM
Astronomy is undoubtedly an outdoor activity, 
but if the weather doesn’t permit you to enjoy 
the night sky for stargazing or day sky for solar 
viewing, then the Star Theater Planetarium 
might just do the trick. Containing 
constellations in crisp detail, projecting 60,000 
stars, it will make your ceiling a gaze of 
wonder, even with your friends. 
Source

STAR WALK
There maybe a lot of freeware application out 
there in the internet that you ca just download 
at the comfort of your home or in your 
smartphone. And if it’s free, there’s no harm in 
trying, for as long as your storage space 
permits. 

The Star Walk though uses GPS to follow 
user’s movement, giving real-time guided tour 
over 200,000 celestial bodies, and dispensing 
interesting facts in each one of them. You 
simply have to point your iPhone or iPad to the

night sky and voila, here goes the guided 
tour. 

Source

CELESTRON SKYMASTER GIANT 15 x 70 
You can never go wrong with a binocular as 
a starting point. Not only does it make you 
view on some lunar craters and some 
celestial bodies, it is never too complicated 
to operate as well. This binocular has better 
aperture than most of its class in the market, 
easy to carry and offers a quick viewing 
mode for moving objects. 
Source

CELESTRON 21035 70mm
Reasonably priced, high quality vieweing at
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a 20x magnification, this travel scope is not 
only a must have, but a default companion for 
those beginner astronomer buff who wants to 
enjoy the night sky while out of town. It comes 
with astronomy software containing 10,000 
celestial objects, sky maps and enhanced 
images. 
Source

ORION 10034 GOSCOPE ll 70mm

If Celestron is not your name of a game or that 
you have a hard time sourcing, Orion might just 
be another viable option for you. This is 
another lightweight, value for money, telescope 
that you can lug around easily when you’re on 
the go. 
Source

iOPTRON ASTROBOY
Another one of its league is this digital delight. 
Portable and also easy to carry, this makes 
use of a real-time GOTO tracking feature, that 
you will just click it, and it will find a star for 
you. The computer will finds the star and a 
planet will make it a breeze to save time on 
stargazing activity. That is if you have started 
really late and you are left but to utilize 
automated means in locating the object of your 
desire. 

It stays on target as the Earth rotates, and it 
can also function as a land-based scope for 
other purposes(e.g., bird watching etc). 
Source
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ORION SPACEPROBE 130ST WITH AN  
EQUATORIAL MOUNT

If you don’t really mind spending a bit more, 
a large aperture of 130mm to view 
spectacular galaxies, nebulas, and star 
clusters will await you. Never settle for 
anything less when you can have more. 
Source
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Last March 25, members of the Astronomical 
League of the Philippines held its out of town 
stargazing session under the dark skies of Big 
Handys Ground in Tanay, Rizal. members 
who were present were ALP President James 
Kevin Ty, Treasurer Andrew Ian Chan, Auditor 
Edgar Ang, PRO Edge Lat, directors 
Shubhahshish Banerjee, Peter 
Benedict Tubalinal with daughter Stephanie 
Tubalinal and Ronald Sison together with 
]friends Martin Rahnitzsch, Imee de Guzman, 
Nori Yumol, Tessa Dewi and Swagat Kadam; 
Mark Ian Singson, Joyce Gonsalves and 
friend Priyanka Barve.

They departed Manila in convoy cars at 
around 2:30pm and arrive at the site at around 
4:30pm. Big Handys Ground is about 1.5 to 
2 hours trip from Manila. Since the terrain is a 
bit hard to access without a 4x4 car, one 
would need to walk up about 200meters up a 
rough road and another 30-40 steps ladder to 
reach the camp site. The effort is worth it as 
one can get to see a beautiful 360 degree 
view of beautiful mountain range. With early 
knowledge of the terrain, members brought 
along light imaging gears. James brought 
along his Canon EOS1000D (M) DSLR 
mounted on top of a reliable Kenko Sky 
Memo-R star tracker, Andrew with his Canon 
EOS 500D DSLR with Ef 16-35mm f/2.8 lens 
mounted on Vixen Polarie star tracker, Ronald 
with his Nikon DSLR with Nikon 70-200mm 
f.2,8 zoom lens mounted on Celestron Nexstar
mount and Vixen Polarie star tracker, Edgar 
wit his Celestron Nexstar 90GT refractor, 
Peter with his Celestron AstroMaster C130 
reflector on EQ3 mount, Mark with his Canon 
EOS 60D with wide angle lenses on sturdy 
tripod ; Shubhashish with his Canon 70D 
DSLR with Canon EF 24-70mm f.2.8 lens on 
Vixen Polarie star tracker.

During the course of the night, They were 
able to observe numerous deep sky objects 
as well as planet Jupiter and Saturn. Most of 
them conmcentarted on imaging the 
beautiful Summer Milky Way while James 
concentrated on imaging NGC 3372 Eta 
Carina Nebula in Carina, NGC5139 Omega 
Centauri Globular Star Cluster in Centaurus, 
Comet 41/P Tuttle-Giacobini-Kreasak as 
well as the pair of M8 Lagoon and M20 
Triffid Nebula in Sagittarius and last but not 
the least, the thin crescent Moon with 
Earthshine to conclude the session. 
Temperature was a bit cold after midnight at 
around 21 deg C with high humidity 91% 
near the early morning time.

They do hope to return back in the month of 
May they would like to thank the great 
hospitality of Mam May and Sir Ernie 
Serrano as well as fun time with their lovely 
dogs Ella, Tektite and my favorite Aria, 
Alaskan Malamute.

ALPer Ronald chatting with her office friends 
while enjoying the night sky.


