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FEATURE IMAGE THIS ISSUE 
ALP President James Kevin Ty was able to capture the light and dark 
nebulosity in the Rho Ophiuchi region while he was in Caliraya. More 
on this on page 54. © James Kevin Ty 

CLUB & LOCAL NEWS    
April Monthly Meeting 
Last April 9, members of the Astronomical League of the Philippines 
(ALP) held their monthly meeting at the Rizal Technological 
University's Astronomy Activity Center at Boni Avenue in 
Mandaluyong City.  Members who attended were ALP President 
James Kevin Ty; Vice-President Dr. Jett Aguilar; PRO Dr. Armando 
Lee; Myra Lee; director Christopher Lee; Special Events Chairman 
Christopher Louie Lu, wife Karen and daughter Frances; John Ray 
Cabrera; Peter Benedict Tubalinal; Renato dela Pena; Pejvac 
Parhizakari & friend Amir Mohammadi; Mark Ian Singson; Henry 
Lapis; Dennis Buenviaje; and, new member Arnel Campos. 
 
The meeting proper started at around 6:30 p.m. with James 
welcoming members and guests to one of the new monthly venues of 
the ALP for the year.  The ALP would like to thank RTU President Dr. 
Jesus Rodrigo Torres for allowing the ALP to hold some of its monthly 
meetings at the RTU's Astronomy Activity Center.  

 
President James Kevin Ty welcomes guest and members to the 
monthly meeting at the RTU Astronomy Activity Center. 
 
James then introduced Messier Marathon coordinator Peter Benedict 
Tubalinal, who gave a summary of the 5th ALP Philippine Messier 
Marathon Open 2011, as well as the activities that were held last 
April 2-3, 2011 under the dark skies of Caliraya (� p. 52).  
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This was followed by a summarization of the 
ALP SuperMoon observation session that 
was held last March 19, 2011 at Shell 
Kalentong in Mandaluyong City by ALP PRO 
Armando Lee (above) and Special Events 
Chairman Christopher Louie Lu (below). 

 
Afterwards, James brought out his  Canon  
EF 100-400 mm L lens which he made some 
additional modifications to convert it into a 
dual purpose imaging and observing scope, 
which he fondly called his "Canon 77L 
Scope."   
 
He described how he fabricated parts to 
make a visual back to connect eyepiece and 
star diagonal to make the L lens into a visual 
scope.  He then invited the guests and 
members outside to test the77L on the 
Quarter Moon. The image was very good and 
virtually color free. 

 
President James Kevin Ty presented the 
Honorary Messier Certificate to Peter 
Benedict Tubalinal (above) for logging the 
complete 110 Messier Objects during the 5th 
ALP Philippine Messier Marathon Open 
2011. 
 

 
ALP Messier Marathon coordinator Peter 
Benedict Tubalinal presented the 
Intermediate Level Messier Certificate to 
Mark Ian Singson  for logging 70 Messier 
Objects during the 5th ALP Philippine Messier 
Marathon Open 2011. 
 
The ALP then presented Messier Certificates 
to the following participants of the 5th ALP 
Philippine Messier Marathon Open 2011: 
 
 Peter Benedict Tubalinal (ALP) - 110 
 Christopher Lee (ALP)   - 100 
 Michael Cruspero (ALP) - 94 
 Mark Ian Singson (ALP) - 70 
 Lourdes Balayan (ALP) - 23 
 Kristy Abello (UP AstroSoc /ALP) - 23 
 Carlo Rey Jelabao (UP AstroSoc) - 23 
 Rich Pijuan  (ALP) - 21 
 Beb Jansen Poricallan (UP AstroSoc) - 20 
 Ana Marie Geronimo (UP AstroSoc) - 16 
 
Lastly, James showed a Powerpoint 
presentation on how to observe and image 
the Sun safely. He touched on what features 
can be seen on the Sun through White Light 
and in H-Alpha wavelength.  He discussed 
how to use a webcam to image the Sun and 
how to stack the recorded AVIs into a still 
image. The meeting ended at 9:15 p.m.  
Some of the ALPers like James, Pejvac 
Parhizkari, Amir Mohammadi, and 
Christopher Louie Lu and family proceeded 
to have an overnight stargazing session 
under the dark skies of Caliraya, Laguna. - 
James Kevin Ty 
 

Citations 
Two of our solar imagers were featured in 
Spaceweather.com’s webpage recently: 
James Kevin Ty and John Nassr.  Separately, 
Christopher Go’s spectacular images of 
Saturn continue to grace websites. 
 

NEAF 2011 
Four ALPers were in the 20th Anniversary 
NorthEast Astronomy Forum 9NEAF 2011) 
held at the Rockland Community College in 
Suffern, New York, on April 16-17.  Edwin 
Aguirre and Imelda Joson were in the 
NorthEast AstroImaging Conference 2011 
(NEAIC) the previous two days. Joining them 
at NEAF 2011 were Eric Africa and Jun Lao.   

Edwin and Imelda drove about 3 hours from 
the Boston area, while Eric and Jun drove 
about 11 hours from the Cincinnati area. 
There were a lot of vendors this year, 
although Orion Telescopes, which made its 
NEAF debut last year with their Big 
Dobsonians, was absent this year.   

 
The Filipino amateur astronomers contingent 
with Astronomy Editor-in-Chief Dave Eicher at 
Astronomy Magazine’s booth at NEAF 2011. 
 
There were a few returning speakers in the 
session this year.  They included: 
Day 1:  
Dr. Christopher Lintott of BBC Sky at Night: 

What, When and Who … Progress in 
Astronomy’s Big Question 

The NEAF Solar Panel. featuring Alan 
Friedman, Gary Palmer, Greg Piepol, and 
Stephen Ramsden 

Dr. Alex Filippenko of UC Berkeley: Hearts of 
Darkness: Black Holes in Space 

 
Day 2: 
Sunday Workshop: Thierry Legault: 

Photographing the Solar and Lunar 
Transit of the ISS 

Bob Berman of Astronomy Magazine: Quirks 
of the Human Eye: Color and Light in the 
Universe 

Dr. Heidi Hammel of the Space Science 
Institute: James Webb Space Telescope: A 
Status Update 

Dr. Steve B. Howell of NASA Ames Research 
Center: Kepler’s Latest Planet Discoveries 

The Meteorite Men: Adventures with Rocks 
from Space 
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There were a few new items on display – an 
iPhone adapter (and one for Droid phones 
later in the year) for imaging at the eyepiece 
of the telescope (see previous page); a 
prototype Vixen camera tracker that would be 
available later this year; and iPad and iPhone 
telescope controller aps. What was interesting 
about the Vixen tracker is that the tracker 
body is the size of a camera body (below). In 
fact, the device appears to have been 
patterned after a camera body. The viewfinder 
serves as the polar scope, and the camera 
attaches where the lens would go.  

 
AG Optical was new this year. They 
manufacture imaging Newtonian and Dall-
Kirkham telescopes, adding to the drool-
worthy line of imaging scope options. Optec 
introduced a secondary focuser assembly for 
Celestron EdgeHD scopes. Meade was 
clearing out its Generation 1 Coronado H-
alpha scopes to make way for the new 
generation, so great deals were available. The 
Cloudy Nights NEAF webcast was out in full 
force and did its annual walkthrough of the 
floor for those who could not attend. They 
also interviewed a lot of vendors and 
notables. Among the more humorous 
interviews was Herb York, owner of Anacortes 
as well as Astromart. This was his first time 
attending NEAF, and for the interview he wore 
a “Banned from Astromart” T-shirt. Oceanside 
Photo and Telescopes (OPT) performed its 
annual show; this time the staff danced to the 
tune of “YMCA” (below). 

 

In addition to the door prizes offered by the 
NEAF organizers, vendors also offered their 
own raffle prizes. The biggest winner was a 
Cincinnati Astronomical Society member, who 
won an iOptron Cube. 
 
There were strong thunderstorms on late 
Saturday afternoon but the Sun peeped out 
on Sunday, allowing us to view the Sun in 
white light and H-alpha light in the NEAF Solar 
Party, where a wide range of solar scopes 
were available for viewing through.  

 
The crowd at NEAF 

 
Questar 7 

 
Dr. Alex Filippenko talking about Black Holes 
 
It was also a time for us Pinoy amateur 
astronomers to get together, especially on 
Saturday, where we also met with Roland, 
another Pinoy amateur astronomer and 
former PAS member, who was now living and 
working in Queens, New York.  Eric talked to 
the vendors a lot, and ended up winning a 
door prize – The SkyX Serious Astronomer.  

 
Dr. Christopher Lintott of BBC’s Sky at Night 

 
The Meteorite Men - Geoffrey Notkin and 
Steve Arnold 
 
Jun attended some of the speaker sessions – 
Dr. Christopher Lintott, Dr. Alex Filippenko, Dr. 
Steve Howell, and the Meteorite Men. On 
Saturday night, us Pinoys (and some 
members of the Cincinnati Astronomical 
Society) drove 30 minutes to Bergenfield, 
New Jersey to eat at Red Ribbon – a treat for 
us Midwesterners who don’t have a lot of 
Filipino food or bakery choices. – Jun Lao and 
Eric Africa 
 

ReportsReportsReportsReports    
Caliraya 
Apr. 2-3. Some ALP members and guests 
went to Caliraya, Laguna to attend the 5th ALP 
Philippine Messier Marathon Open 2011. 
Aside from the Messier Marathon event, 
some members used the opportunity to image 
deep sky objects (DSOs) visible under the 
dark skies of Caliraya, Laguna. 
 
I brought along my portable imaging setup, 
which included a Canon EOS 500D DSLR with 
Canon EF 100-400mm f/4.5-5.6 IS L Lens on 
Kenko Sky Memo-R mount. This will be my 
real first attempt to do any DSO imaging with 
this setup as I'm more used to using my 
venerable TV-101 refractor on Vixen GP-DX 
mount, but since my family came along with 
me to the event. I had to leave my standard 
imaging setup at home and just carry the 
above setup for more room in my car. As 
darkness fell, I started to polar align through 
the Sky Memo, which used a different format 
for polar aligning to the North Pole (� p. 54). 
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I had to turn the polar scope dial through the 
orientation of the Big Dipper position in the 
sky and try to put Polaris in one of the 2 slots 
with the other star designated Delta Ursa 
Minoris, which was quite hard to see through 
the red reticle even at its lowest dim setting. I 
had to turn off the reticle to see where it was 
and then turned it on again to fine tune the 2 
stars into the 2 designated slots. After 
spending more than 15 minutes, I finally got 
to polar align the mount!  
 
Unfortunately, Orion was setting into the 
western horizon and I had to let go of the 
target, which was the Horsehead Nebula. I 
tested a few 3-minute frames, but the 
background had washed out the subject 
already. This was true on the Rosette Nebula 
in Monoceros as well. 

 
I then took the opportunity to rest a bit and 
eat dinner first before proceeding to my next 
imaging object, NGC5139 or Omega Centauri, 
in the constellation of Centaurus. After a total 
of 10 minutes exposure, I was able to image it 
(above) quite nicely. 
 
Then came the Rho Ophiuchi Nebula complex, 
which also included the long dark nebula B44 
in the constellation of Scorpius. Since the Rho 
Ophiuchi complex was huge and faint, I had to 
use the lens at 100mm to cover it and the 
long dark nebula in one frame. I took a total 
of 40 minutes exposure to get a decent shot 
of this beautiful image (cover). 

 
Afterwards, I imaged the Pipe Nebula, 
LDN1773 (above). It was easy to image this 
dark nebula under a total exposure of 10 
minutes. I again used the 100 mm for this 
shot. 

 
Lastly, I saw the constellation Cygnus already 
rising a bit high in the eastern horizon, and I 
targeted NGC7000, also known as the North 
American Nebula, together with IC 5070, the 
Pelican Nebula. I started out framing the duo 
at 400 mm but since this nebula was huge, I 
had to slide down to 200 mm for me to cover 
both of them in one frame (above). After 40 
minutes of exposure, I was able to image it. 
 
I also planned to image the Veil Nebula, but 
time ran out as twilight was about to start 
with the presence of planet Venus signaling 
me to stop imaging already.  Overall, I'm quite 
happy with the result the mount and lens 
gave me that evening and I do hope to image 
some more. 
 
Apr. 10. After our ALP monthly meeting at 
Rizal Technological University in Mandaluyong 
City, James Kevin Ty, Bobby Parhizkari, Amir 
Mohammadi, and Christopher Louie Lu and 
family, went to Caliraya, Laguna to continue 
their observing & imaging session. 
 
They arrived at Caliraya around 12:15 a.m. 
and set up their equipment. James brought 
along his Canon EOS 500D DSLR with Canon 
EF 100-400mm f/4.5-5.6 IS L Lens on Kenko 
Sky Memo-R mount; Bobby his Canon Astro 
50D DSLR with Canon EF 100mm f/2.8 lens 
on Takahashi Sky Patrol 2 mount; while 
Christopher Louie Lu brought his Celestron 
Powerseeker 90mm refractor on EQ-1 mount. 
 
The sky was partly cloudy but openings 
allowed them to observe and image in the 
early morning. It was Christopher's first 
observing session at Caliraya and he was 
amazed at the dark skies and numerous deep 
sky objects and stars that he could observe 
with binoculars and his telescope. 
 

Unfortunately, the wind was very strong, thus 
they had to use their cars as a wind breaker. 
They had to struggle with the strong wind that 
could ruin images. Nevertheless, they still 
managed to get some shots. 

 
James imaged the Lagoon and Trifid Nebulae 
in Sagittarius (above), as well as his target, 
the Veil Nebula (below). Unfortunately, he 
could only image the Veil with 4 5-minute 
exposures for a total of 20 minutes, which still 
gave a noisy image. 

 
He was still quite happy for, after more than 8 
years of longing to image the Veil Nebula, he 
finally was given a chance to image it amid 
the lack of sub exposures to make the image 
better. – James Kevin Ty 
 

Observing in Singapore 
I stayed up so that I could catch Saturn 
(transiting around 12:30 a.m.) because our 
balcony only had a view of the western sky up 
to about 70 degrees. There are supposed to 
be a lot of DSO's in the western sky at 3 a.m. 
since Ursa Major was in the area. Miserably, 
the only DSO I caught was M3, which looked 
very unimpressive, like M4 thru binoculars in 
Caliraya, and this with a C9.25! (� p. 55) 
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The combination of haze and light pollution 
here in Singapore has the effect of reducing 
a C9.25 to the level of 10x50 binoculars. I 
did notice that M3 was easier to see with 
binoviewers than in mono mode. 
 
Quite disappointing, even though I only set 
up on the balcony, setting up and tearing 
down was very laborious: I couldn't even lift 
the CGEM when it has both weights on it (no 
scope). I'm planning to get a Telegizmos 
cover (it rains a lot) so I don't need to 
disassemble after every session. I sure miss 
going to Caliraya. The C9.25, even with its 
gizmo-laden mount, seems less user-friendly 
than my old and primitive 10" f/5 Dob. Part 
of it is the very long focal length of the 
C9.25, which made looking for stuff really 
hard. – Orly Andico 
 

Moon  
Apr. 21/22. With cloudy skies in the morning 
for the past few days, I turned my eyes to the 
waning Gibbous Moon this evening after we 
attended a wake. The Moon was low in the 
eastern horizon and since I was a bit tired 
from the travel that evening, I make a quick 
imaging session on the Moon with the TV-
101 refractor from whole disk through close-
up shots of the Moon's interesting features. 

 

 

 

Although seeing was not that good, I'm still 
happy with the results as it helped quench 
my astro imaging thirst even for a short 
moment. 
 
Apr. 23. Last night, the sky was clouded out, 
so my planned lunar imaging session looked 
more like a canceled session, but as I got 
out of bed later after midnight and looked 
out my window, I saw the waning Gibbous 
Moon in the eastern horizon through thin 
clouds and haze. Nevertheless, I quickly set 
up and observed and imaged the Moon. The 
image was very jumpy because of bad 
seeing, even worse than my imaging session 
the other day. Anyway, I proceeded with 
imaging some interesting features and 
region until I got obstructed by the roof. 

 

 
Image came out ok but not that good, I 
guess. Better than no image at all. - James 
Kevin Ty 
 

Sun 
Apr. 3.  After a long sleepless night at 
Caliraya doing deep sky imaging, I still found 

some energy to do some Hα solar imaging 

session with my Coronado PST-Hα. Seeing 
was not that good but the weather was ok 
that morning. 

 

 

 

 
AR11176 was about to exit the southwest 
limb, while an upcoming active region was 
entering from the southeast limb as well. 
AR11183 was still a joy to look at with 
AR11184 starting to develop beside 
AR11183. Lastly, 2 nice eruptive 
prominences could also be seen in the 
northeast and southwest limb. 
 
Apr. 18. I wasn't feeling well this morning 
thus I decided to stay home to get needed 
rest.  

 
I saw the Sun rising past my lower roof and I 
managed to get all the remaining strength I 
had to start imaging the Sun in Ha, and I was 
glad to see a huge eruptive prominence in 
the southeast limb. I also saw AR11190 
starting to exit near the northwest limb (� p. 

56). 



 

Page 56 alpha May 2011 

In white light, only the main core of 
AR11190 remained on this once huge 
sunspot group. It could be seen surrounded 
by bright faculae as well. AR11193 
continued to grow in structure while small 
AR11191 remained almost the same in size. 

 

 

 

 

 
Apr. 19. The sky this morning was partly 
cloudy and seeing was not that great. 
AR11190 was about to exit into the 
northwest limb while AR11193 continued to 
grow in structure, especially on its main core 
component. Small sunspot group AR11191, 
on the other hand, started to deteriorate and 
shrink. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The huge eruptive prominence that was 
visible in the southeast limb yesterday was 
still visible, but has shrunk down in size. The 
northeast and southeast limbs also showed 
some solar activity that might indicate new 
active regions developing. 
 
Apr. 21. The sky this morning was cloudy but 
seeing was fair. I had a hard time acquiring 
images this morning because of clouds (� 

p. 57) 
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Nevertheless, I was able to get a shot of 

AR11193 in Hα wavelength before I got 
totally clouded out. 
 
Apr. 23. I woke up late this morning after 
doing some lunar work after midnight. The 
sky this morning was ok and seeing was fair. 
AR11193 was nearing the northwest limb 
and was starting to deteriorate a bit. 

 

 
But all eyes were now on AR11195 as it 
looked active. Nearby AR11196 looked 
promising as well but we’ll know in a day or 
two. Due to my late wakeup, I could only 

image the Sun today in Hα wavelength only, 
so no white light images for me 
 
Apr. 24. The sky this morning was clear and 
seeing was fair. Since I missed doing white 
light solar work, I reversed my work flow this 

morning and started out with white light 
observation and imaging. The most 
prominent subject was beautiful AR11195, 
which showed a nice complex structure. 

 

 
Small sunspot group AR11186 was relatively 
inconspicuous in white light, but had active 

solar activity in Hα. AR11193 was near the 
northwest limb and was showing Wilson 
Effect, thus features were dull, although a lot 
of faculae could be seen surrounding it. I 

wasn't able to image in Hα, as I got 
obstructed already by our roof.  I will try to 
see if I can set up in our laundry area to get 

some Hα images. 
 
At around lunchtime, I brought out the PST-

Hα into our laundry area and took a few 
shots of the Sun. AR11195 continued to 
grow in size while small AR11196 showed 
its beauty amid its puny size and feature in 
white light. There were lots of dark filaments 
in the northeast limb. 

 

 

 

 
Lastly, departing AR11193 continued to 

show its activeness in Hα light while about 
to exit the northwest limb. Seeing was again 
very poor during the imaging session. 
 
Apr. 25. The sky this morning was clear and 
seeing condition was fair. AR11193 was 
already near the northwest limb and would 
probably be gone by tomorrow. AR11195, on 
the other hand, was starting to deteriorate a 
bit but was still quite nice to look at. 
AR11196 was still small but was starting to 
develop a little bit more in sunspot numbers 
and activity. 

 

 
(� p. 58) 
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I calculated my observation window this 
morning to be more or less about 40 
minutes of observation and imaging. 
Although quite short, I was still able to image 

both in white light and Hα wavelength.  - 
James Kevin Ty 

 

Wide Angle Shots 
Made a few night sky shots during our 
vacation last Holy Week in Sibunag, 
Guimaras Island.  

 
Crux and Milky Way 

 
Ursa Major over Iloilo night sky, taken during 
Holy Week 2011, Big Dipper over Iloilo City, 
Guimaras Island - Ted Gonzaga, Iloilo 

 
Saturn 
I just wanted to share the first light of my 
LXD75 Schmidt-Newtonian 8” telescope. 
This is a raw image of Saturn. For a week I 
had cloudy skies in Davao. I set up and 
hoped for clouds to pass by, and presto!, the 
wind blew the clouds off. I’m having trouble 
using the DSLR, as I got the Canon 450D. I 
used bulb setting at ISO 400 live view mode. 
I controlled the camera on my notebook 
using the Canon EOS utility. I used eyepiece 
projection with a 9mm eyepiece. I tried a 5 
mins exposure, but the result was only some 
lights against a black background.  

 
I captured this photo using a point & shoot 
Canon digital camera at ISO 1600 just to 
capture the 1st light of my scope as clouds 
were getting larger again. - Danilo Casino Jr. 
 
Ernie and his lovely family graced our home 
and Stardust Observatory with a visit that 
brought not just clear dark skies, but also 
good seeing. We spent an enjoyable evening 
viewing through the N16 Newtonian and 
Astrophysics 5" refractor and comparing the 

performances of different eyepieces. Ernie 
brought one of his favorite eyepieces, an 
Explore Scientific 14mm with a 100 degree 
field of view. I must admit that I have always 
been very skeptical about what I considered 
to be advertising hype for the 100 degree 
Ethos and Explore Scientific eyepieces. I 
thought that no way could any of these could 
put to shame my 20mm and 12mm Naglers 
that are considered by many as being 
among the very best eyepieces ever made. 
Boy, was I in for one big time jaw dropping 
eye-opener of a surprise!! The difference 
between the 14mm Explore Scientific and 
my trusty old Naglers was like the difference 
between colored vs black and white TV, 
stereo hi-fi vs AM mono. They were THAT 
stunningly good. The increase in contrast, 
color, and details was not subtle, rather, it 
was utterly and in-your-face stunning. 
Bottom line: I want one too!!! 

 
Imaged April 27, 2011 03:39UT with 16” 
f/22 Newtonian and DBK21 camera with 
RGB Filter and Losmandy Titan Mount  
 
Ernie and I also did a bit of imaging.  We 
spent the evening visually inspecting the 
heavens and enjoyed comparing different 
eyepieces. We also collaborated to image 
Saturn and its ongoing North Electrostatic 
Disturbance that now full circumscribes the 
ringed planet. Here is our collective effort to 
capture Saturn. – John Nassr, Baguio 
 
Apr. 28. I was able to capture Saturn last 
night. Just a quick imaging and observation 
session. I use an Orion Apex 127 this time. 
Total of 1146 frames. 

 
– Henry So 
 

Deep Sky Objects 

 

M3 is a well-resolved globular star cluster in 
the constellation Coma Berenices. Several 
faint background galaxies were also 
captured in this image with a half moon 
shining brightly. 

 
NGC 4302 and NGC 4298 is a pair of spiral 
galaxies in Coma Berenices. Though they 
seem close to each other, they do not 
appear to be gravitationally interacting. 
Quite likely, one is just nearly in the 
foreground of the other. - John Nassr, Baguio 
 
Got some DSOs last night with a Meade 6" 
Newtonian Reflector f/5 with Canon 
EOS550D camera and 2" Orion SkyGlow 
Astrophotography Filters on Meade LXD75 
mount. Used Baader Planetarium Multi 
Purpose Coma Corrector, and DSS & 
PhotoScape software.  

M104 (Sombrero Galaxy) Crop to 50%. 61 X 
10sec + 1 X 10sec + 1 X 15sec = 10min 
36sec 

 
M3 Crop to 50%. 41 X 10sec = 6min 50sec 
- Henry So 


