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The ALP held another successful celebration of National Astronomy 
Week in February, 2012. 

CLUB & LOCAL NEWS    
National Astronomy Week 2012 Opening 
Last February 19, the Astronomical League of the Philippines (ALP) 
held its National Astronomy Week (NAW) 2012 celebration, starting 
with the 4th Philippine Astronomy Convention in opening ceremonies 
at the Manila Planetarium, now officially named National Museum 
Planetarium.  More than 70 members and guests attended the 
opening day activity. Members present that day were ALP President 
James Kevin Ty, wife Charito and son Kendrick Cole (KC); VP Jett 
Aguilar; Treasurer Andrew Ian Chan & Iah Serna; Secretary & ALP 
National Astronomy Week 2012 Chairman Christopher Louie Lu, with 
wife Karren and daughter Frances Lu; Auditor John Ray Cabrera; PRO 
Armando Lee with wife Myra and son Jason; directors Edgar Ang, 
Peter Benedict Tubalinal and Christopher Lee and Sandra Torita;  
Gary Andreassen with wife Irma and son Steinar; Aileen Rose Sassot; 
Miguel and Modesto Cajita; Arnel Campos; Norman Marigza; Ronald 
Sison; Henry So; Sheldon Espartero; Katrina Banaag; Renato dela 
Pena; Joanne Escober; Mark Ian Singson; Joshua Herrera; Jerome 
Neil Clemente; Jan Karlo Hernandez; Belen Pabunan; and 
Planetarium staffers Nel Lagda, Desiree del Rosario, Liza Quitlong, 
Junelyn Alacapa, Maximo Zabanal, Roberto Silvestre & Mary Ann 
Ramirez. 
 
Registration started at around 12 p.m. and the program proper 
started at around 1:30 p.m. with ALP NAW 2012 Chairman, 
Christopher Louie Lu, singing the national anthem and afterwards 
acknowledging the following individuals and institutions for making 
this year’s event possible: 

I.  Astronomical League of the Philippines (ALP).  President James 
Kevin Ty, the speakers/lecturers for the day and other 
contributing members who made this event possible. 

 
II.  National Museum Planetarium (NMP).  NMP Director Jeremy 

Barns, NMP Curator Belen Pabunan, and the staff of Manila 
Planetarium 

 
III.  Rizal Technological University (RTU). President Jesus Rodrigo 

Torres, Colleague and Staff Ruby Ann Dele Cruz and RTU 
Astronomy Society 

 
IV. Astrocamp Observatory Services. Owner and Proprietor Dr. 

Armando Lee, SM by the Bay Asst. Mall Manager Joey Gonzales 
 
V. Cutting Edge (official distributor of Celestron Telescope). 

Company President Terrence Chua, Marketing Manager Irene 
Garcia and Katrina Sales 

 
VI. Celestron Telescope 
 
This was followed by opening remarks made by the National Museum 
Planetarium Curator Belen Pabunan, on behalf of National Museum 
director Jeremy Barns, welcoming ALPers and participants in the 
NAW opening ceremony.  She also encouraged everyone to continue 
to explore the universe. She then presented the "soft launching" of 
Starry, Starry Nights, an exclusive, to the day’s activity. She then 
officially opened the ALP NAW 2012 celebration. Afterwards, a 
documentary film was shown that shared some insight to the 2012 
“End Of Days Scenarios”, after which, Dr. Armando Lee proceeded to 
his lecture titled “A Guide to Knowing the Truth about the 2012 End 
of Days Scenarios” (� p. 34). 
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ALP NAW 2012 Chairman/Secretary 
Christopher Louie Lu welcomes guests and 
participants to the 2012 ALP National 
Astronomy Week/Philippine Astronomy 
Convention opening day activity at National 
Museum Planetarium. 

 
National Museum Planetarium Curator Bel 
Pabunan gave the opening remarks. 

 
Dr. Armando Lee talked about the End of the 
World. 

In the light of public service, the Director of 
the ALP Institute of Astronomy, Dr. Armando 
Lee, presented a resource guide devoted to 
a topic that interests people this year: the 
End of the World Scenarios. This topic had 
been bringing fear and panic to those not 
familiar with them, especially those related 
to astronomical phenomena. The lectures 
touched on the following scenarios: Mayan 
Calendar Ends, Planet Nibiru's approach, 
Alien Invasion, Solar Flares, Pole Shift, 
Galactic Alignment, Asteroid Impact, and Red 
Giant Sun. The other half of the lecture 
provided the tools to analyzing the end of the 
world scenarios and presented the common 
fallacies that proponents use.  
 
After the lecture, a 10-minute break 
followed.  During this time, James and 
Andrew distributed the official ALP ID cards 
to members for the year 2012. When the 
participants settled down, the second half of 
the day's presentation continued. The 
Planetarium staff presented the “soft 
launch” of the National Museum 
Planetarium show “Starry, Starry Nights”, 
that featured not just the stars in our night 
sky, but also answers to questions such as 
“How is a star created?”, ”What kinds of 
stars are there?”, among others.  It also 
talked about the constellations and its 
corresponding stories and myths.   

 
Christopher Louie Lu then introduced ALP 
four-time Messier Marathon Champion, 
Peter Benedict Tubalinal (above), to talk 
about his experiences and strategies on 
Messier Marathons, entitled “Messier 
Observing Strategies”.   

Messier-hunting has been one of the most 
celebrated events by astronomers 
worldwide.  It is considered as the most 
challenging test for observation and 
patience for the amateur astronomer. Star 
clusters, nebulae, and galaxies are scattered 
across the heavens.  It comes with different 
cataloged groups, but we are going to focus 
on the famous Messier Catalog.  Charles 
Messier was a great comet hunter of his 
time. However, some of the objects that he 
spotted with his 3-inch telescope were not 
all comets.  He cataloged these objects that 
he had mistaken as comets and they 
happened to be star clusters, nebulae, or 
galaxies.  These “non-comets” made up the 
Messier catalog. 
 
Spotting all the Messier objects can only be 
possible during the vernal equinox, where it 
will take the whole night.  Because they vary 
in brightness and time, a STRATEGY is 
needed in order to successfully locate them. 
You must first have a sequenced plan.  It 
lists the order of finding them, primarily 
based on time. This comes with a good star 
chart which contains the location of the 
Messier objects.  Any chart can be used, 
either a local one, a star atlas, or interactive 
(computerized) star chart software such as 
Starry Night, Sky Map, and others.  
Celestron's Sky Scout is one of the best for 
practicing Messier hunting (however you 
cannot use it during a Messier Marathon 
competition).   
 
Since the Earth constantly rotates, the 
objects will eventually set. Thus you need to 
prioritize the objects that need to be located 
first before they disappear onto the horizon.  
Another thing to consider is the cloud 
condition.  The objects may be obstructed by 
clouds, and waiting for them to come out in 
accordance to your planned list will eat a lot 
of time. 
 
What one can do is to locate the other 
objects that follow on the list, which are 
visible at the moment, as you wait for the 
clouds to move out.  This way, you maximize 
your time spotting the others and go back to 
the missed objects you skipped. Another 
thing to consider is to analyze the blending 
of your eyepieces with your telescope.  
Messier objects have different brightness, 
thus eyepieces will vary as well.  If you are 
using binoculars, it is best to bring along 
additional binoculars that have different 
magnifications since it is impossible to 
replace its eyepieces.  One important 
strategy is how to spot them through your 
equipment.  It is not a problem when the 
object is bright, however if it will be faint, 
that will be a concern. One method that you 
can do is star-hopping.  Using your star chart, 
identify a bright star that serves as your 
starting point (� p. 35). 
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Then proceed with locating the stars near it 
and so on, until you reach the faint Messier 
object.  Sometimes the object is just too dim 
to be spotted directly when observed in the 
eyepiece.  Such cases require an additional 
technique called 'averted vision'.   
 
Since the most sensitive part of our eyes is 
situated away from the retina, do not directly 
look at the faint object.  You must look at 
least 8 to 16 degrees to the side of the 
object.  Look left of the Messier object when 
you are using your left eye, and right when 
using your right eye. If you are using 
binoculars, both eyes must look upwards from 
the object in order to see it. 
 
Having learned the strategies of observing will 
make you ready to join the Messier Marathon.  
One will need to bring stuff that will make you 
comfortable for observing, like necessities, 
food, communication devices, and others. You 
are now ready for hunting down all the 
Messier objects!  
 
Having participated in the Messier Marathon 
event held every Vernal equinox, I had proved 
that certain methods and techniques are 
needed to spot all the 110 Messier objects.  
And this comes with analysis of how to blend 
your eyepieces with your telescope. 

 
Cutting Edge representative Ms. Katrina Salas 
gave away brochures as well as 10% discount 
cards for participants that attended the 
opening day ALP NAW 2012 activity. 

 
The final lecture, presented by Christopher 
Lee (above), featured a product review of the 
Celestron Sky Scout.  

Celestron Skyscout - The Portable 
Planetarium.  ALP Director and Astrocamp 
Observatory Property Custodian Mr. 
Christopher Lee talked about the fruits of 
modern technology as applied in stargazing 
and astronomical observation. In his lecture, 
he talked about the features of the first hand-
held computerized and GPS-based 
observation guide which dramatically 
simplified the tedious task of a beginner 
astronomer in identifying the objects visible 
with the naked eye (and even telescopic 
objects). He demonstrated the proper way of 
using its features as well as the proper 
connections for its peripheral functions like 
the audio output that can be tapped for 
automated computerized public lectures. This 
is the first astronomy product presentation in 
the country for the general public, as well as 
during an astronomy convention and National 
Astronomy Week Celebration. 

 
New ALP Wall Photos 
 
After the last presentation/lecture of the day, 
James Kevin Ty and Christopher Louie Lu, 
with the help of Cutting Edge representative 
Katrina Sales, handed out Certificates of 
Appreciation and Honorarium to our featured 
speakers, Dr. Armando Lee, Peter Tubalinal 
and Christopher Lee. The closing remarks for 
the day was then delivered by ALP President 
James Kevin Ty, where he thanked all who 
came to the event.   

 
Members and participants then went outside 
to do the traditional group picture in front of 
the Manila Planetarium.  

 

 
Lastly, they proceeded to Rajah Sulayman 
Park, where the planned free public 
stargazing session was to be held. They first 
had their early dinner at Aristocrat restaurant 
(above) before proceeding to set up their 
telescopes.  Unfortunately, the planned Free 
Public Stargazing at Rajah Sulayman Park in 
Roxas Blvd had to be cancelled due to thick 
clouds and rain. - James Kevin Ty, Christopher 
Louie Lu, Armando Lee, Christopher Lee & 
Peter Benedict Tubalinal; images by James 
Kevin Ty, Jett Aguilar & Armando Lee 
 

NAW 2012 Closing Stargaze 
In celebration of National Astronomy Week 
2012, ALP members gathered at the 
Astrocamp Observatory Services located at 
Mall of Asia, SM by the Bay, Pasay City, last 
February 24, to give a free astronomy 
outreach to the Filipino public by way of a free 
stargazing session at the site. Members who 
attended were ALP President James Kevin Ty 
with wife Chat and son KC; Treasurer Andrew 
Ian Chan with Iah Serna; PRO Armando Lee 
with wife Mia and son Jason; ALP NAW 2012 
Chairman Christopher Louie Lu with wife 
Karren and daughter Frances; Arnel Campos; 
Gary Andreasen with wife Irma and son 
Steinar; Sheldon Espartero; Joanne  Escober 
with her daughter Charie; Jan Karlo 
Hernandez with dad Junn Hernandez; Kaye 
Banaag with her mom and dad; and, new ALP 
member Mike Enage.             

 
(L-R) ALPers Arnel Campos, Steinar with dad 
Gary Andreassen and Mike Enage had a great 
time during the event. 
 
First members to set up were Christopher 
Louie Lu with a Celestron Powerseeker 80mm 
refractor on an equatorial mount, and Arnel 
Campos with a Celestron (� p. 36). 
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Powerseeker 130mm reflector on an 
equatorial mount, while Sheldon Espartero 
manned the C11 SCT telescope in the 
AstroCamp. Gary Andreasen brought his 
114mm reflector on an equatorial mount. 
Mike Enage brought his Meade ETX125 Mak.  
Jan Karlo Hernandez brought his Orion 4” 
Mak on an Alt/Az mount, while Joanne 
Escober brought her 4” reflector on an Alt/Az 
mount. Cutting Edge brought their Nexstar 4 
scope, as well as provided dinner packs for 
the group that evening.   

 
Cutting Edge staff brought along their Nexstar 
4 to share the views to the public. 

 
The kids had a great time with ALPer Joanne 
Escober who shared the view of the Moon 
through her camera's live view mode, as well 
as through the telescope. 

 
That night’s celestial view presented a series 
of targets: a thin crescent moon with the 
planets Venus and Jupiter.  Later that night, 
Mars and Saturn also became visible. Other 
celestial targets featured that night were M45 
(Pleiades), M42 (Orion Nebula), and the 'dog' 
star Sirius.   
 
Free public stargazing officially started at 7 
p.m., when more than 300 curious people got 
the chance to view though the battery of 
telescopes and ask questions about 
astronomy to ALPers.   

After the stargazing session concluded, at 
around 11 p.m., all ALPers gathered to have 
their traditional group picture. - James Kevin 
Ty & Christopher Louie Lu; images by James 
Kevin Ty, Andrew Ian Chan & Armando Lee 
 

February Monthly Meeting 
Last February 15, members of the 
Astronomical League of the Philippines (ALP) 
attended their monthly meeting at Manila 
Planetarium.  Members who attended were 
ALP President James Kevin Ty , wife Chat and 
son Kendrick Cole (KC);,  Treasurer Andrew 
Ian Chan and Iah Serna; Secretary  
Christopher Louie Lu; PRO Dr. Armando Lee, 
wife Myra and son Jason; directors Edgar Ang, 
Alfonso Uy, John Ray Cabrera, Christopher Lee 
& Sandra Torita Lee; Joanne Escobar; Mark 
Ian Singson & Maria Cristina Decena; Ma. Pia 
Cuarteros; Katrina May Banaag; James Lee; 
Jan Karlo Hernandez; Bel Pabunan; Desiree 
del Rosario; Nel Lagda; Norman Marigza; 
Joshua Herrera; Sheldon Espartero; and, Avi 
Sophia Salvador and dad Anthony. 

 
The meeting started at around 3:00 p.m. with 
ALP Secretary and ALP NAW 2012 chairman 
Christopher Louie Lu (above), who presented 
the final activities planned by ALP for this 
year's National Astronomy Week. 

 
ALP's newest member, Katrina Banaag, 
shares some insight on how she got 
interested in astronomy. 

Afterwards, James discussed the upcoming 
Philippine Messier Marathon Open to be held 
this coming March 23, 2012 at Caliraya, 
Laguna, as well as informing the members of 
the availability of ALP patches and new 2012 
ALP IDs for distribution during NAW 2012. The 
meeting ended at around 5:30 p.m. - James 
Kevin Ty and Christopher Louie Lu 
 

ReportsReportsReportsReports    
Planetary Conjunctions 
Feb. 21. 

 
Imaged with a Canon 450d with an 18-55 mm 
f/6.3 lens. 13 second exposure at ISO 200. – 
Christopher Louie Lu 
 

 
I imaged Jupiter and Venus, and at +44 deg. 
N, Jupiter is to the upper left of Venus 
(above). – Jun Lao, Mason, Ohio, USA 

(� p. 37) 
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Feb. 22. I took an image of the conjunction 
here in Manila, and yes Jupiter was on the 
right side. 

 
Actual shots were taken with a Panasonic 
Lumix ZS10. – Hernando Bautista 
 
Feb. 23. The planets Jupiter and Venus on the 
western part of the night sky. 

 

Taken with a Pentax *ist DS and 18-55 mm 
lens set at 18 mm f/3, 10 sec exposure at 
ISO 800. - Oliver Abrigo de Guzman 
 
Feb. 25. After a windy, cloudy, and cold day, 
the sky cleared at sunset to reveal the nice 
grouping of the three brightest objects in the 
night sky – Jupiter, Venus, and the Moon. 

 
- Jun Lao, Mason, Ohio, USA 
Feb. 26. 

 
- Oliver Abrigo de Guzman 

 

Jupiter (top) –Moon (center [image at bottom 
center]) - Venus (lower left) alignment, facing 
west at sunset, Tagaytay, Philippines – 
Anthony Guiller Urbano 
 

 
Jupiter, the Moon, and Venus, after sunset. - 
Erika Valdueza 

 

 
Sunday night was also clear, allowing the 
viewing of the trio, but the Moon had a 
different partner tonight – Jupiter. - Jun Lao, 
Mason, Ohio, USA 
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Feb. 27. Daytime Venus and the Waxing 
Crescent Moon. Today I imaged Venus and 
the crescent Moon just before sunset (5:53 
p.m. Philippine Standard Time). 

 
Bright Venus was clearly visible paired with 
the Moon even with the blue daylight sky 
background.  
 
I used my Canon 50D DSLR and a Canon 70-
200 mm EFL lens at 200 mm, f/5.6, 1/125 
sec exposure at ISO 100. - Dr. Jett Aguilar 
 
Feb. 11. A glimpse of the 7th planet from the 
sun - URANUS!  Thanks to a close encounter 
with Venus. 

 
- Joanne Escober 
 

 
Imaged with a Canon 450d with 55-250 mm 
f/5.6 lens. 6 seconds at ISO 800. - 
Christopher Louie Lu 
 

Feb. 10. The Moon is a little closer to the 
planet Mars now than it was last night 

 
- Oliver de Guzman 
 
Feb. 29. The Moon hovering near two star 
clusters - the Hyades and the Pleiades.  

 
– Christopher Louie Lu 
 

Moon 
Feb. 8. The skies had partially cleared 
tonight so I took a shot at the full (99%) 
Moon: 

 
William Optics 66mm ED refractor, Hyperion 
8-24 mm Zoom Mark III at 8mm (48x), single 
afocal hand-held shot with Kodak digicam. - 
Hernando Bautista 
 
16-day old Moon with 99% illumination. 
Canon 450d with Clubman 500 mm f/9 
lens. 1/500 second at ISO 200. 

 
- Christopher Louie Lu 
 
Feb. 29.  

 
Image composites in Registax: 5 (above), 12 
(below), 24 (bottom). 

 

 
- Mike Enage 
 

Sun 
Feb. 1. AR1408 was setting on the 
northwest limb while still decaying. AR1410 
was still strong and stable (� p. 39). 
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AR1413 was growing fast while AR1411 was 
growing slowly. Imaged with a Canon 450d 
with a Clubman 500 mm f/8, 1/640 second 
exposure at ISO 200 and a Baader solar 
filter. 
 
Feb. 6. Sunspot group AR1410 was slowly 
decaying while setting on the northwest limb 
along with AR1413. No other notable solar 
activity could be seen on the eastern limb. 

 
 
Feb. 8. Sunspot group AR1410 was barely 
visible as it finally set on the northwest limb. 
For the first time this year, our Sun appeared 
to have a perfect spherical face.  

 
Clubman 450d with Clubman 500 mm f/8 
with Baader Solar filter density 5.0 at 1/800 
second exposure at ISO 100. 

Feb. 10. After a moment of quiet, our local 
star was at it again. 

 
New sunspot group AR1416 seemed to 
appear out of nowhere, while on the 
northeast limb, solar activity was brewing. 
Could this be the far-side AR that blew a 
series of CMEs a few days past? 
 
Feb. 11. The upper group of sunspot 
AR1416 had split in two while the lower 
group was in the middle of merging into a 
single sunspot.   

 
On the northeast limb, I noticed activity but 
no visible sunspot could be seen. 
 
Feb. 22. AR1422 and AR1420 was close to 
setting on the northwest limb.  

 

There also seemed to be a developing active 
region close to the current sunspot groups.  - 
Christopher Louie Lu 
 
Feb. 1. AR1410 was still the coolest place 
on the Sun. AR1413 was still active and 
visible, and I had very poor visibility of 
AR1408. AR1411 and AR1412 were still 
present and trying to stay cool. 

 
Imaged with a Canon 550D with Celestron 
Powerseeker 127 at prime focus, with 
Baader filter, density 5.0 at 1/1000 second 
on ISO 200. - Arnel Campos 
 
Feb. 1. The sky this morning was partly 
cloudy and hazy. Seeing condition was not 
that good. I was only able to grab 2 frames 
centered on the AR11410/AR11413 
sunspot group as well as the active southern 
hemisphere before I got clouded out totally.  

 

 
Only small prominences were visible on the 
solar disk. 
 
Feb. 2. The sky this morning was again hazy 
and seeing condition not good. AR11408 
was near the western limb and will be gone. 
AR11410 continued to maintain its size 
while AR11413 continued to grow a bit (� p. 

40) 
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Not much solar activity today on the Sun. 

 

 

 
Feb. 5. The sky this morning was partly hazy 
and seeing condition was fair. AR11410 and 
AR11413 were very quiet as they neared the 
western limb.  

 

 

 
To add some spice in the boring activity were 
several groups of large dark filaments and 
eruptive prominences to give us some 
reason to still observe the Sun. 
 
Feb. 6. The sky this morning was partly hazy 
again, but seeing was a bit better than the 
past few days. AR11410 still showed nice 
details amid its close proximity to the 
western limb.  

 
AR11413 had decayed considerably but still 
had some small spots nevertheless. 

 

 
Some moderate-sized eruptive prominences 
could be seen in the northwest and 
southeast quadrants. A nice large dark 
filament could also be seen in the northeast 
quadrant. Overall, activity was quite low. 
 
Feb. 7. The sky this morning was clear and 
seeing condition was fair. AR11410 and 
AR11413 were near the edge of the western 
limb. There was a possible new sunspot 
group (AR11415?) that was developing to 
the east of AR11410, but I doubt it will get 
fully developed before it exits the western 
limb. 

 

 
(� p. 41). 
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There were two nice large eruptive 
prominences visible in the northeast and 
northwest quadrants to spice up the rather 
quiet Sun this morning. 
 
Feb. 8. The sky this morning was clear and 
seeing condition was fair. The northeastern 
large eruptive prominence had almost 
doubled in size - one of the biggest that I 
have observed and imaged lately. There 
were lots of large eruptive prominences 
around the solar limb and I had to spend 
extra time to observe and image them all! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
AR11410 was exiting the western limb while 
new sunspot group AR11415 was showing 
some small solar activity inside its core as it 
was about to exit the western limb in 2-3 
days. 
 
There were also several large dark filaments 
that could be seen in the northeast and 
southeast quadrants that added more 
excitement for this solar observing and 
imaging session. 
 
Feb. 11. The sky this morning was slightly 
hazy and seeing condition was not that good 
as well. The most prominent feature today 
was the big sunspot group AR11416 that 
was nice to observe. 2 more small sunspot 
groups, namely AR11417 and AR11418, 
were very small. A large dark filament was 
seen in the northwest quadrant, as well as a 
nice large eruptive prominence in the 
southwest quadrant. 

 

 

 

 

 
I was also able to image AR11416 in white 
light thru hazy sky. 
 
Feb. 19. Finally, after 8 days of no solar 
imaging sessions, I was able to do some 
solar work this morning despite poor seeing 
condition brought about by hazy sky and bad 
seeing. AR11418 was about to exit the 
southwest limb while the most prominent 
sunspot group on the Sun was solitary 
moderate-size AR11420. Very quiet in white 
light with 2 more new sunspot groups (� p. 

42). 
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In Hα wavelength, it was not as quiet as 
there was a huge eruptive prominence in the 
northeast limb as well as 2 huge FilaProms 
visible in the southeast and southwest 
limbs. Very beautiful as very 3D effect 
 
Feb. 25. After less than 2.5 hours of sleep 
after my Mars and Saturn imaging session, I 
woke up a bit late and saw some sunlight 
and I quickly jumped out of bed and tried to 
check on the Sun, and saw a nice huge dark 
filament visible in the center of the Sun's 
disk. I quickly set up to capture it, as well as 
several large dark filaments in the northwest 
quadrant before clouds interfered on my 
short imaging session. Several nice eruptive 
prominences could be seen in the southwest 
and southeast quadrants. 

 

 

 

 
Feb. 26. The sky this morning was partly 
hazy, but seeing condition was slightly ok. 
Highlight for this morning's solar feature was 
still the huge dark filament at the center of 
the solar disk. AR11422 was now exiting on 
the western limb, while AR11423 and 
AR11424 were on the northeast quadrant 
and showed a lot of solar activity amid their 
small size. 

 

 

 
(� p. 43) 
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The large eruptive prominence in the 
southwest limb was still visible and had 
widened in area.  There was also a small 
sunspot group above the huge dark filament 
but was still not yet designated, but I think 
this will later be designated as AR11425. - 
James Kevin Ty 
 
Feb. 5. Last Sunday, I imaged the sun in 
both H-alpha and white light. Seeing was 
exceptionally poor and I had a very difficult 
time obtaining focus especially for the high 
resolution images. 

 

 

 

 
 
Feb. 8. Yesterday afternoon, after going 
home from work late in the afternoon, I was 
able to image the Sun in H-alpha using my 
Solarmax 90 on a Takahashi TSA 102 
refractor. The huge beautiful arch 
prominence at the eastern limb was truly a 
wonderful sight to behold!  

 

 

 
 
Feb. 11.  

 
The Sun was setting among the trees when I 
took an image this afternoon using a 
Takahashi TSA 102 refractor with a Baader 
Herschel Wedge, and a Canon 300d at 
prime focus. AR1416 & AR1417 were quite 
prominent in this setting sun image, above. 

AR1416 continued to enlarge and was quite 
active on my H-Alpha imaging today. Small to 
medium prominences were also seen. 
Seeing was poor, which resulted to a poor 
white light image of AR1416. 

 

 

 

 

 
(� p. 44) 
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Feb. 28. The Sun looked quiet in white light 
but the H-Alpha views showed a lot of 
prominences, beautiful swirling filaments, 
and even a flare in AR1426! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Feb. 29. The Sun yesterday continued to 
have flare activity near AR1423, short 
filaments and prominences, despite the 
paucity of sunspots in the white light image. 

 

 

 

 
– Dr. Jett Aguilar 
 
Feb. 26. Here is my first processed solar H-
alpha data for 2012. This is also first light 
for a lighter (and hopefully transportable) 
tracking platform, a Celestron CG5 AS/GT. 

 

 
Used a Lunt LS50 filter and BF1200 
blocking filter on a Borg 76ED telescope. 
The telescope was mounted on a Celestron 
CG5 AS/GT mount. Camera used was an 
Imaging Source DMK 21AU04.AS camera. 
Images were captured in monochrome via IC 
Capture, then stacked using AVIStack and 
colorized in Photoshop. – Eric Africa, West 
Chester, Ohio 
 

Mars 
Feb. 6.  

 
 (� p. 45) 
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Feb. 21/22. I imaged Mars last night using 
my C11 and a 5x Powermate Barlow and 
DBK 21AU04 color camera. Seeing was 
mostly poor, with brief episodes of fair 
seeing. The Elysium region is easily visible in 
these images. 

 

 
 
Feb. 26. Last Saturday, noted planetary 
master Chris Go gave a highly instructive 
talk on techniques of high resolution 
planetary imaging at the ALP National 
Astronomy Week 2012 celebrations held at 
the Rizal Technological University.  

 

Inspired by Chris' talk, I imaged Mars and 
Saturn after I got home but I still have to 
apply the RGB techniques and derotation 
method he described. 

 
Celestron C11 with a 3x Barlow, 
Imagingsource DBK 21AU04 camera.  CM I 
= 329.6 CM II = 130.7 CM III = 111.8. 
Seeing 2/5, Transparency – Fair. - Dr. Jett 
Aguilar 
 
Feb. 10. My repaired mount controller finally 
arrived and I was happily able to have my 
16" scope usable again! Mars had grown to 
12.7 arc seconds as it makes closest 
approaches to Earth just three weeks from 
now. Unsteady seeing made focusing 
extremely difficult but the major features of 
the Red Planet were nevertheless distinctly 
captured. Both northern and southern polar 
caps were evident. Clouds and haze also 
covered a good portion of Mars.  

 
Imaged with a 16” f/29 Newtonian and a 
Flea3 camera 
 
Feb. 22. A long-awaited lull in the seasonal 
amihan winds brought steadier seeing last 
night!  

 

Mars continued to grow as it approaches 
opposition in just nine days. A prominent 
circular cloud formation was especially 
evident in the Tharsis region to the right. 
This view was taken at 10:47p.m. local time 
with Mars already very bright and high in the 
eastern sky. 
 
Feb. 27. Mars last night was speckled with 
clouds just five days from opposition. 

 
– John Nassr, Baguio 
 
Feb. 19. The sky in the late evening was a 
bit clear after several days of cloudiness and 
rain, and I was able to finally observe and 
image Mars for the first time since 2003! I 
set up the scope in the laundry area around 
10:45 p.m. to let the scope cool down before 
I attempted any image of the red planet. I 
started to image Mars after midnight and 
seeing was a little bit better than the early 
part of the evening where I could see Mars 
like a jelly bean with the air turbulence. 
Seeing improved a bit after midnight and I 
was able to image Mars under poor seeing 
but without the jelly bean effect. 

 
Syrtis Major was the prominent feature near 
the central meridian with the north polar cap 
region clearly visible even at low power. I 
could see some bright white clouds near 
Hyblaeus Extension as well as beside Syrtis 
Major. Amid the not so good imaging 
session, I was still happy with the results as 
this was the first time that I was able to 
image Mars again.  
 
Feb. 25. After I got back from Baguio in the 
evening and joined my fellow ALPers at the 
National Astronomy Week (NAW) free 
stargazing session last February 24 at 
AstroCamp Observatory, and returning home 
later in the morning, I saw Mars past the 
zenith, and I quickly set up the scope and let 
the scope cool down a bit while getting some 
rest from a very tiring night (� p. 46). 
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I started to image Mars an hour later and 
could see Martian features Mare Cimmerium 
in the Central Meridian. Syrtis Major was 
near the limb while the North Polar Cap was 
clearly visible with Utopia. Seeing was not 
that good but it still showed a lot of details.  

 
Imaged with a Toucam Pro 740K on Meade 
8” f/10 SCT with double-stacked 2X Barlow 
lens. Seeing 2/5.  CM 234.0 

 
After I finished imaging Mars, I also saw 
Saturn already past our neighbor's roof 
obstruction, so I didn't let it pass without 
imaging the ringed planet amid slightly poor 
seeing, as this is my first Saturn image of 
the year. 
 
Feb. 29. The sky this evening was clear, but 
seeing was very poor. I also had a hard time 
focusing on major details on Mars as I was 
imaging the boring side of Mars, which was 
roughly between the prominent Syrtis Major 
and Chryse region. The North Polar Cap was 
visible, as well as some features, such as 
Utopia, Mare Boreum & Mare Cimmerium. 
Some small faint white clouds could be seen 
near the limb. 

 
– James Kevin Ty 
 

Jupiter 
Feb. 8. Seeing was variable this evening, but 
I was able to get some good images.  I used 
Autostakkert to process these images 
instead of Registax.  Sharpening was done 
with Registax Wavelets. 
 
The Great Red Spot (GRS) was setting in 
these images.  The wake of the GRS was 
very complex.  Oval BA was rising.  The red 
ring was prominent.  The North Equatorial 
Belt (NEB) was narrow. 

 
 
Feb. 19. The past weeks have been terrible - 
raining everyday.  I was able to get a clearing 
today.  Jupiter was getting lower now as it 
moved towards the sun.  Seeing was 
unstable. 

 
 

Europa could be seen transiting Jupiter on 
the South Tropical Zone (STrZ).  The STrZ 
was reddish in color while the northern edge 
of the STrZ was dark.  The South Equatorial 
Belt (SEB) was red and very active.  In 
contrast, the NEB was very narrow and 
what's left of the NEB seemed to be losing 
color!  Note that even the dark ovals on the 
NEB seemed to be losing color.  The dark 
red center and the lighter red edge showed 
some contrast on the oval. 
 
Feb. 22. Transparency was poor this evening 
and seeing was unstable.  It's tough to 
image Jupiter now as it gets lower and lower. 

 
The GRS could be seen in this image.  The 
dark ring was still there.  The area following 
the GRS was still very busy.  The NEB was 
narrow.  Note the dark features on the North 
North Temperate Belt (NNTB). 
 
Feb. 23. The sky was clear today. That also 
meant that my roof was very hot!  Seeing 
was bad! 

 
The SEB was still dark red and very complex.  
The NEB was narrow.  Nothing exciting here.  
 
Feb. 29. It's the leap day of the year. 
Unfortunately, I caught a virus and had a 
fever, but I just had to image Jupiter on this 
special day. Seeing wasn't great and 
transparency was poor. Jupiter was getting 
lower and lower each day (� p. 47). 
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The GRS was rising on these images. It was 
still surrounded by a dark ring. The SEB 
preceding the GRS was very red. Note the 
small dark spot following the GRS. The NEB 
was very narrow. - Christopher Go, Cebu 
 

Saturn 
Feb. 24. Image of Saturn taken with Meade 
80mm, 25mm eyepiece, 2x Barlow, and an 
Olympus digicam. The night sky was just so 
fantastically clear that I decided to try and 
image Saturn. Since I didn't have any kind of 
adapter for my camera yet, I settled for what 
can be done at the moment.  
 
I set up my Meade 80mm, set the mount 
and motor up, got the camera tripod and a 
digicam, turned on the camera's macro 
mode, and set the camera closely at the 
eyepiece. Surprisingly, macro mode + 
zooming in actually helped.  

 
This was also the first time that I actually 
appreciated having a hand controller for the 
mount's motor drive. I'm glad I settled for 
that when I got the motor drive! Not the best-
in-class image, but hey, it's a start! – Oliver 
Abrigo de Guzman 
 

Feb. 23. The Northern Electrostatic 
Disturbance (NED) was still visible! 

 
- Christopher Go, Cebu 
 
Feb. 29. 

 
- Anthony Guiller Urbano 
 

Deep Sky Objects 
I took 4x900 seconds early today but the 
last one was ruined by clouds. So this was a 
stack of the first 3, total 45 minutes. I also 
took about 1.5 hours last Saturday morning 
(10 minute subs) but those were ruined by a 
big dust blob on the front glass of the QHY8. 

 
Looks like to get the Rosette properly, I need 
to image it when it's still fairly high (difficult 
given my balcony) and use 15-30 minute 
subs. 30 minute subs may be taxing for my 
mount. – Orly Andico 
 
Feb. 24. I got the chance to go to Tanay, 
Rizal with my friends to visit their farm. Since 
the sky was clear, I brought along with me 
my astro stuff. 
 
My targets were the Orion nebula (M42) and 
Rosette nebula. 
 
Both images were taken using a William 
Optics Zenithstar 80 II and Canon EOS 550D 
at ISO 1600 on Meade LXD75 

 
Orion Nebula 

 
Rosette Nebula 
- Henry So 
 

The Sky 
What’s Up for the Next Few Weeks? 
It’s a great time to be planet watching and 
imaging as the brightest planets are within 
easy reach.  Two of them are visible in the 
west after sunset – Venus and Jupiter.  One 
of them is visible all night long – red Mars.  
Another is visible in the early morning sky – 
the ringed planet Saturn. 

 
March 13: Brilliant "double planet" 
The two brightest planets, Venus and 
Jupiter, have been narrowing down the gap 
between each other to team up and make 
for an eye-catching sight in the western sky 
after sunset. They will be separated by 3 
degrees on the evening of March 13, with 
Venus passing to the northwest (upper right) 
of Jupiter and shining nearly eight times 
brighter (see above, plotted for 7:30 p.m.). 
Although they will gradually go their separate 
ways after this date, on March 25 and 26, a 
crescent moon will pass by, adding 
additional beauty to this celestial scene. 
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View of the western sky on March 26, at 
7:30 p.m. 

 
The Moon makes a lovely pair with the 
Pleiades the night after, on March 27. 
 
March 27: Venus at Greatest Elongation 
Venus reaches its farthest distance from the 
Sun, as seen from our sky, toward the end of 
the month, when it will have an elongation of 
46 deg. east.  Venus will then be visible for a 
long time in the sky before it sets. 
 
May 5: Biggest full moon of 2012 
The moon turns full at 12:35 p.m. and just 
25 minutes later it will arrive at its closest 
point to the Earth in 2012, at a distance of 
345,882 km.  
 
Expect a large range in ocean tides 
(exceptionally low to exceptionally high) for 
the next few days.  
 

 
May 20: Annular eclipse of the Sun 
The path of annularity for this eclipse starts 
over eastern China and sweeps northeast 
across southern and central Japan. The path 
continues northeast then east, passing just 
south of Alaska's Aleutian Island chain. The 
path then turns to the southeast, making 
landfall in the western United States along 
the California-Oregon coast. It will pass over 
central Nevada, southern Utah, northern 
Arizona, the extreme southwest corner of 
Colorado and most of New Mexico before 
coming to an end over northern Texas. 
 
Since the disk of the moon will appear 
smaller than the disk of the sun, it will 
create a "ring" effect, with a fiery ring of 
sunlight shining around the moon's dark 
silhouette. It’s time to plan, if you want to 
view this eclipse – on the specific location 
that you would want to be in to be in the 
path of annularity, as the Philippines will be 
witness only to a partial eclipse, albeit a 
~70% partially eclipsed Sun rising in the 
east! – with material from Joe Rao, 
Space.com 

 

Sky Calendar 
 
 

DAY  HRDAY  HRDAY  HRDAY  HR        EVENTEVENTEVENTEVENT    

March 2012 

01 08:22 FIRST QUARTER 

04 04:02 Mars at Opposition 

05 17:22 Mercury Greatest Elongation 

18
o
 E 

08 16:06 FULL MOON 

15 11:10 LAST QUARTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DAY  HRDAY  HRDAY  HRDAY  HR        EVENTEVENTEVENTEVENT  

15 18:41 Jupiter 3.3
o
 S of Venus 

20 13:14 Vernal Equinox 

22 21:50 Mercury 1.4
o
 S of Moon 

 

22 23:12  NEW MOON 

25 09:59 Uranus at Conjunction 

26 06:22 Jupiter 2.6
o
 S of Moon 

27 02:32 Venus 2.3
o
 N of Moon 

27 15:04 Venus Greatest Elongation 

46
o
 E 

 

31 04:24 FIRST QUARTER 

31 14:39 Pluto at Quadrature 

April 2012 

07 03:19 FULL MOON 

12 17:19 Pluto 1.0
o
 N of Moon 

 

13 18:52 LAST QUARTER 

16 02:13 Saturn at Opposition 

19 01:26 Mercury Greatest Elongation 

27
o
 W 

 

21 15:18 NEW MOON 

22 10:01 Uranus 2.1
o
 N of Mercury 

23 02:01 Jupiter 1.9
o
 S of Moon 

23 03:59 Lyrids Meteor Shower Peak 

 

29 17:57 FIRST QUARTER 

 


